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man. The missionaries whom he had dispersed before his departure, had
spread the gospel on every side. F. Caspar Barzia had converted almost
the whole city and island of Ormuz. Christianity flourished exceedingly
on the coast of the pearl fishery, and had made great progress at Cochin,
Coulan, Bazain, Meliapor, in the Moluccas, the isles of Moro, &c. The
King of Tanor, whose dominions lay on the coast of Malabar, had been
baptized at Goa, The King of Trichenamalo, one of the sovereigns of
Ceylon, also embraced the faith. The progress of the faith in many other
places was such as gave the greatest subject of joy to the holy man. But
F. Antonio Gomez, a great preacher and scholar, whom the saint had
appointed rector at Goa, had made such changes and innovations, even in
the domestic discipline of the Society, that the saint was obliged to dismiss
him from the Order. Xavier appointed F. Barzia, a person of eminent
piety, rector of Goa and vice-provincial, sent new preachers into all the
missions on this side the Ganges, and obtained of the viceroy, Don Alphonso
de Norogna, a commission for his good friend, James Pereya, to go on an
embassy to China. Having settled all affairs at Goa, he made the most
tender and ardent exhortations to his religious brethren, then leaving
F. Barzia, vice-provincial, set sail on the i4th of April in 1552, and landing
at Malacca, found the town afflicted with a most contagious pestilential
fever. This he had foretold before he arrived; and no sooner was he
come on shore, but running from street to street he carried the poor that
lay languishing up and down to the hospitals, and attended them with his
companions. At that time he restored to life a young man named Francis
Ciavos, who afterwards took the habit of the Society. When the mortality
had almost ceased, the saint treated about the embassy to China with the
Governor of Malacca, on whom Don Alphonso de Norogna (the fifth
Viceroy and seventeenth Governor of the Indies) had reposed the trust of
that affair. Don Alvarez d'Atayda Gama had lately succeeded his good
brother, Don Pedro de Sylva Gama, in the government of Malacca. This
officer, out of a pique to Pereyra, crossed the project of the embassy and,
when St Francis urged the authority of the king and the command of the
viceroy, Alvarez flew into a rage and treated him with the most injurious
language. The saint ceased not for a whole month to solicit the governor,
and at length threatened him with excommunication in case he persisted
thus to oppose the propagation of the gospel Upon this occasion the
saint produced the briefs of Paul III, by which he was appointed apostolic
nuncio, which, out of humility, he had kept a profound secret during tea
years that were expired since his coming to the Indies. The governor
continued to laugh at the threats, so that the bishop's grand vicar at length
fulminated an excommunication against him in the name of Xavier who,
seeing this design utterly destroyed, determined to go on board of a
Portuguese ship that was setting sail for the isle of Sancian, a small barren